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THE EPISTLE OF ST. THOMAS 
 

St. Thomas Episcopal Church  Diocese of East Carolina 
The Rev. Jeff Douglas                              The Rt. Rev. Robert Skirving 

Recognizing Salvation 

The gospels are filled with stories of the disciples not recognizing after he has risen. 

In John, Mary thinks Jesus is the gardener and begs him to reveal where he has 

hidden her Lord’s body. In the same gospel, the disciples in the upper room do not 

recognize the Lord when he appears to the Easter evening. In Luke, two disciples 

spend an entire afternoon with Jesus on the road to Emmaus and do not recognize 

him. Even as the disciples rejoice together when the Emmaus experience is shared 

with them, they are frightened by Jesus’ direct appearance to them. Later in John, 

Jesus appears to the disciples who have returned to Galilee to fish.  He calls to them 

but Peter only recognizes him when they cast their nets and catch so many fish the 

nets cannot hold them. 

So how is it that we are to recognize Jesus? Will we recognize him in the miracles 

that we witness? Yes, but miracles tend to be rare.  Will we recognize Jesus when he speaks to us?  Maybe. 

Most people that claim to have a direct conversation with Jesus we tend to view cynically or lock up because 

they are delusional. Will we recognize Jesus as St. Thomas did, only when he reveals the wounds in his hands 

and side?  Doubtful. Few if any of us will see Jesus face to face and fewer will have visions of his wounds.  

Jesus’ appearance to St. Paul comes as a blinding light and a voice. Indeed with human beings, we tend to 

recognize the victors more than the defeated, the lost and the wounded. So how will it be that we will 

recognize the risen Lord in our daily lives? 

Perhaps, it is precisely it is among the defeated, the lost and the wounded that we should be looking?  The 

crucified savior victory comes at the point of his defeat by the powerful. His wounds are the result of the lash 

and spears of his detractors. His death is at the hands of those who use their power to oppress and beat down 

parts of the human family that God made one. If we don’t see the resurrected Lord, perhaps we need to look 

among the defeated for whom life is a daily, hourly struggle? Perhaps we need to look among the lost, the 

people who have no safe refuge, who can’t find their homes or have been driven from them? Perhaps we need 

to look at the wounded, who have broken bodies and minds where the healing power of our acknowledgment 

of their existence and the touch of social interaction, rather than our turning away, can bring miracles. These 

are the faces where we will recognize the Lord of Life. 

Once we have found Jesus and see Christ in the faces of defeated, wounded, and lost brothers and sisters, how 

will we be known as his disciples? The Gospel of Matthew teaches that when we feed the hungry; give the 

thirsty something to drink; welcome the stranger; clothe the naked; take care of the sick and the weak, and visit 

those in prison; we do these things for Christ himself.  

Remember what Paul wrote to the Corinthians, “Be imitators of me as I am of Christ. (1
st
 Cor 11:1)” When 

others curse us, we must bless; when slandered, we speak kindly; when persecuted we endure. We do 

everything for the building up of our community to the glory of God.  We can imitate Jesus by being healers, 

not only of the body but of the spirit as well.   
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These are not easy things to do, but they are the only things that we distinguish us as followers of Jesus.  And if 

we do these things, what is our reward? Henri Nouwen once wrote:  

“Eternal life is not some great surprise that comes at once at the end of our existence in time; it 

is rather, the full revelation of what we have been and have lived all along. The evangelist John 

expresses this succinctly when he says: 'My dear people, what we are to be in the future has not 

yet been recorded; all we know is that, when it is recorded, we shall be like him because we 

shall see him as he really is' (1 John 3:2-3)."  

We will see the Christ and recognize him best, when we see him in our words, our deeds, and ourselves. “And 

they’ll know we are Christians by our love, by our love! Yes, they’ll know we are Christians by our love!” 

Happy Easter! 

Jeff+ 
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April 5 Soup Supper 

April 9 Palm Sunday 

April 9-13 Stock Easter Baskets 

April 13 Maundy Thursday 

April 14 Good Friday 

April 16 Easter Sunday 

May 
Diocesan Annual 
Meeting 

May 7 CPC Sunday 

August  
Trinity Annual 
Gathering 

 
November 5 UTO Ingathering 

November 15 
Stock Thanksgiving 

Baskets 

November 16 Annual ECW Luncheon 

December 3 Advent 1 

December 18 
Stock Christmas 
Baskets 

 

 
 

 
 

ECW Easter Baskets: The ECW will be delivering 

Easter food baskets to needy families again this 

year.  A ham for each basket will be provided by the 

ECW. Please support this important project by 

contributing non-perishable food items that will help 

make a complete Easter meal. The baskets will be 

placed in the work room beside the office. Thank you 

for your generosity! 
 

For questions concerning the Easter baskets, 

please contact Gail Carter or Julie Shields. 

 

 
 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Easter Flowers 

If you would like to help grace the altar 

with special flowers for Easter Sunday, 

please submit the form 

(located on the Narthex table), 

along with your check, in the offering plate 

or turn in to the church office 

by Monday, April 10. 
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St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church 

Minutes, Vestry Meeting 

21 March 2017 

 

The Vestry, Rector, and Treasurer of St. Thomas’ Episcopal Church met on Tuesday, 21 March, 2017 at 6:00 

PM at the Parish House.  
 

Present: Martie Tayloe, Dr. Charles Sawyer, Brenda Hewitt, Claudia Griffin, Fred Liverman, Buddy Jones, 

Mike Steczak, Rob Outland, Ernie Carter (Treasurer), and Jeff Douglas (Rector).  

Treasurer’s Report. The treasurer’s report passed. 

The Commission heads discussed ways to organize and proceed with each mission.   

Sarah Davis and Cheryl Steczak have agreed to serve on the Deanery Council. 

The Deanery is donating $500 to support St. Peters of Sunbury for their plant sale. 

The Medical Mission Trip has been cancelled. 
 

The new church directory will be available in the near future. 

The gutters on the Parish Hall are being checked out to determine is repair or replacement is needed. 

Arrangements are being made to wax the Parish Hall floor. 

 

Respectfully submitted, 

 

Brenda Hewitt 

Clerk 

 

 
 

 

was born March 18, 2017, 
weighing 6 pounds, 6 ounces 

and measuring 19.5” in length. 

 
Proud Parents: Michael & Jessica Douglas 

 
Proud Grandparents: The Rev’d Jeff & Beth Douglas 

 

 “Grandchildren are a crown of the aged, 

and the glory of children is their parents.” 

Proverbs 17:6 
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APRIL BIRTHDAYS 

  6 Charles Pierce 
  8 Tillery Johnson 
15 Stephanie Brooks 
15    Ann Hughes 
18 Linda Shotwell 
21 Gail Carter 
22    Martina Jones 
22    Wyatt Redman 
 

“O God, our times are in your hand: Look with favor; we pray, on your servants, Charles, Tillery, Stephanie, Ann, Linda, 
Gail, Martina, Wyatt, as they begin another year. Grant that they may grow in wisdom and grace, and strengthen their 
trust in your goodness all the days of their lives; through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.” 

APRIL ANNIVERSARIES 

  5    Charles and Stephanie Brooks 
12 Jamie and Becky Johnson 
 

“O God, you have so consecrated the covenant of marriage that in it is represented the spiritual unity between Christ and 
his Church:  Send therefore your blessing upon Charles and Stephanie, Jamie and Becky,, that they may so love, honor, 
and cherish each other in faithfulness and patience, in wisdom and true godliness, that their home may be a haven of 
blessing and peace; through Jesus Christ our Lord, who lives and reigns with you and the Holy Spirit, one God, now and 
for ever. Amen.” 
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St. Thomas Episcopal Church – Schedules for April 2017 

Acolytes  

  2 Gretchen Simons and Mac Griffin  Jerrie Taylor and Cecelia Jones 

  9 Mary Outland and Christiana Vaughan 

16 Charles Sawyer 

23 Jerrie Taylor and Cecelia Jones  

30 Bill Blanchard and Robbie Outland 

Altar Flowers  

  2 OPEN DATE 

  9 Mr. and Mrs. Jack Tayloe 

16 Easter – Flower Guild 

23 OPEN DATE 

30 Flower Guild 

Altar Guild 

Patsy Jones and Carolyn Peele 

Food Pantry (Note-Wednesdays) 

  5 Dicky Hoggard 

12 Jim Shotwell 

19 Peggy Vann 

26 Bubba Peele 

Lay Readers 
 

2 10:30 am Holy Eucharist         Sarah Davis  

 5 6:00 pm Evening Prayer        

Hugh Davis 
Sarah Davis 

9 8:00 am Morning Prayer OPEN 

 10:30 am Holy Eucharist John Davis 

12 6:00 pm Evening Prayer        John Davis  

16 10:30 am EASTER         
Martie Tayloe 

Hugh Davis 

19 6:00 pm NO EVENING PRAYER  

23 10:30 am Holy Eucharist         Buck Suiter  

26 6:00 pm Evening Prayer        Buck Suiter  

30 10:30 am Holy Eucharist         Martie Tayloe  

    

Ushers 

Charles Sawyer and David Simons 

Yard Work  

2 Jim Shotwell and Fred Liverman 

9 Jim Shotwell and Fred Liverman 

16 Ernie Carter and Benjie Brown 

23 Ernie Carter and Benjie Brown 

30 Tom Newbern and Charles Pierce 
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St. Thomas Episcopal Church 
P. O. Box 263 
Ahoskie, NC 27910 

     

       

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


